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Tremendous Growth the Chautauqua
Idea, Conceived by Bishop Vincent

and Lewis Miller Aug.4,1874

amphitheatre,

H.dkcrchlofs,

i'liautauitia,

reminiscences

pleas-leading- s,

repiesentatlves
"HcprcseiittitlVt's"

truly, for there nro difficulties In the
wny of the presence at Chautnuiliia of
class members from the far West,
China, South Africa nnd other distant
portions of the globe.

Then comes the geographical ru call.
Folk from foreign countries are there.
Tho South stands tip a thousand or
m ! strong. There Is an unending
rivalry aiiioni; New York and I'onnsyl-vatil- a

mid Ohio us to which sends the
bluKest delegation. Kverybody Is In
great Rood humor and strolls to the
lakeside afterward to see the fireworks.

In IS" was August 4 nf that year
tiu Dr., now lllshop, .lohn Ileyl Vin-

cent and his coworker, Lewis Miller of
Akron, Ohio, father-in-la- of Thomas
A. I'Mlson, gathered about them nt Fair
IViltit on l.ak Chautauqua the people
whom they h.ul been Interesting In the
new Idea for the past twelvemonth.
Dr. Vincent ep:alned to them his plan
for training Sunday school teachers.
To-d.i- y It would be called Improving
their elllclency In the highest sense. For
ii fortnight they camped, studying hard
by day, listening to popular talks and
good music In the evening, sleeping In
tents at night.

With a world of difference In details
the fundamentals of the assemblies at
Chautauqua have not changed. The
session has lengthened from u fortnight
to two months. Instead of one type of
subject a variety of themes, literary,
sociological, historical, pedagogical, arc
presented on the platform, and the sum
mer schools ouer some I.iU courses in
fourteen depal tillellts.

Tho cimp meeting ground has grown
Into a fenced Village of some I'.liO houses j

with a business block, a lintel, two audi- -

torlums, three class buildings, arts and
crafts studios, eight denominational
houses, three halls and sundry other
buildings a million dollar plant In all.
exclusive of the privately u.wietl cot
tages. It Is all bigger and better ami it
Is very up to date. Pine knots are re-

placed by electricity and the kerosene
cooker by natural gas, but the Chautuu- - '

qua Idea, of mutual service, of develop-
ing the possibilities of the adult, of
actualizing vision, has not changed a
bit.

And how the Idea spread! No wonder
It was called a movemeu Within ! n
vears It seemed as If the whole middle
West was alive with assemblies, all ing
rowing the name Chatitnuqua, though
not one had or has now any organic
connection with the parent assembly.
To-da- y there are some 3,000 of these
assemblies, either Independent local or-

ganizations or circuit Chautntiquas, nnd
It Is estimated that N.OOU.flOO people ate
In attend. nice mi them annually.

At Chautauqua, K. Y., there are
about 30,000 visitors every summer, the
greatest concentration being during old
first night week and recognition week,
liotli In August, Itecognltlon week Is

the great time for the C. h. S. C, the
home reading course people. Then atl
the graduates who can reach Chau-
tauqua gather for the ceremonies,
which mark the celebration of the end-
ing of a four yoirs cycle of work.

(in Sunday there is a baccalaureate
sermon. This year It Is to be preached
by Dr. Ceorge W. Truett of Pallas.
The Dickens class meniUTS will march
from the C. I.. S. C. Alumni Hall to the
amphitheatre, escorted by the grad-

uates of other yinrs, who are sealed
by classes. In tl.e afternoon Chancellor
Vincent Is to give an address to the
UMls at the esper service. In tho
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the flight of a

evening the graduates meet by them
selves In the Hull of Philosophy, and In
the flickering light of the Athenian
tires flaming from tripods around the
Oreek Temple listen to words of en
couragement from the Hev. Dr. Jesse
Lyman llurlbtit of Newark, who has
conducted this service for many years.

On Monday the graduates breakfasted
or dined or supped together. On Tues
day evening Alumni Hall was thrown
open to all Chautauqua, the graduating
i lass received In the largtwt room and
all tho other classes In their respective
rooms.

Wednesday was the big day of the

week. Fatly In the morning the young
women who have chargo of the flower
girls were busy In .the public square with
their fragment burdens of blossoniH.
The Kind went back and forth, escort-
ing one nnd nnother division to Its
meeting place. The marshal liwik- -

BIRTHDAY

Ing Important, the alumni pinning
on oak leaves, which Indicate their
status. Banners fluttering, each hear-
ing the name of the class it leads
the Irrepressibles, the Pierian, the
Tennyson, the Quarter Century, thirty-seve- n

In nil, for the
are lurrying temporary banners, even
duwn to the class of 191$, Just en-
rolling.

Across the plaza they sweep and down
the hill and along the lake front to the
chuncellor'H cottage, where he und the
orator of tho day, this year President K.
It. Ilryan of Colgate t'nlvorslty, joined
the ranks. Turning agnln up the hill,

Bishop John Heyl Vincent in his study, 1912,

they stack banners and tiled Into the
Hall of Philosophy, there to await the
graduating class.

These candidates for recognition
gathered at tho tJolden date, the en
trance to St. Paul's drove, surrounding

The at N. Y.

OF

Chautauquans watching hydro-acropla- nc.

undergraduates

umphiiheatre Chautauqua,

A DREAM REALIZED

day in the year, no one who has nut
read "The Course" ever has been
through It, even n baby In arms; no one
passes through It twice.

The guard of tho gate Inspects the
credentials of ev ry waiting person be-
fore he enters and passes under the
arches symbolizing science, history, re-
ligion, between lines of welcoming
singers who have come down from the
hall to meet the newcomers. Tho be-
nignant chancellor stands nt the head
of the steps.

Once seated n brief service of recog-
nition Is gone through, a song is sung
and mosaic tablets newly added to the

handsome border that Is In ing laid In
the Hour by the C. L. S. C. classes are
dedicated, and 'then the procession re-
forms and marches to the amphitheatre
to listen to the oration of the day

One of the most Joyous sights of the
Ihe hall. This gate Is hung for this one whole affair was the gathering of the

I'liuiu OipyrlKlitcil li llu It Jului tun Stmllus uf i'ltubure.

Anniversary Ceremonies Will Close
on Tuesday, Old First Night

How Event Was Observed
little flower girls after their escort duty
U over. They sat In a rustic arbor,
whom they consumed Ice cream with
every appearance of having earned It
by strenuous toll.

In the afternoon the graduates tue:
aualli In tlie Hall of Philosophy and the
clianci llor's word of commendation as
he gave out ,thn diplomas was a heart-ene- r

to all who were fortunate enough
to receive It. In the evening the ban-qin- t,

sadly misnamed as reganls the
fleshly portion of the feast, till! usually
balanced by the sn eches. which wax
exceedingly merry under the handling
of the man who has been called the
"wltthsl toastm.istcr In the I'nited
Slates," Dr. (Jeorge H. Vincent, son of
the chancellor, president of Chant. iiiqu.i
Institution and of the Fnlveislty of
Minnesota.

The annual circus usually falls in
recognition week. It Is given by the
young men of the athletic club, nnd It
has merits besides 'hose afforded by the
satisfaction of seeing people you know
do stunts you've heard them talk about.
In the first place they are really good
stunts. In tho next It gives every mem-
ber of the audience amusement to so;
Dr. Vincent beating a pan and Far!
lt.irinM rubbing sandpaper In a kinder-symphon- y

(as they once 1II1I In a kinder-tauqit- a

vaiideMlle In lligglus Hall)
and to hear Jocose rhymes about the
otlicers of the Institution and the
lecturers on the platform. Needless to
say there Is a parade a parade of In-

genuity In which almost all the most
prominent men of Furope and America
appear, usually on floats, and appro-
priately placarded.

Far back in the days of simple amuse-
ments the spelling match Used to stand
nit as a prl.e taker. It has continued

at Chautauqua through the years and
is one of tho features of the season. A

ten dollar gold piece acts as a stimu-
lant, and the applause Is Impartially
given to winners and losers alike. Last
year some twenty odd reptesen nth is
of New York. Ohio and Peniis luinla
held one side against a- - many repre.ent-alive- s

of the rest of the world on the
other. Pennsylvania won. with New
York second, both winners being men,
where the year before the wlnneis were
women. Tlie llrii word misspelled was
"bacchanal." The young woman who
tackled It made four mistakes 111 the
three syllables. It was evident that she
didn't know Itaccluis from Psyche.
Highly commendable lit real life, but an
academic acquaintance with the vinous
god might have saved her a gold piece.

For some years past the Coburn
Players have supplied the dramatic ele-

ment in the summer's by
giving one or two plays of the sort
commonlv called classic. Tins year nil
organization of experienced amateur:-w.-

on the ground tlirnuuhoii'
to give half 11 dozen good

modern plays. "The Passing of the
Third Floor It.ulv' was the first m the
repertoire. Two ears ago the lien
Ciough version of "Hardell and Pick-
wick" created great .inin-- i nieiit : Fran-
cis Wilson (who is 11 C. L. S. C. gradu-
ate and who u-- to lmc .1 reading
circle of his actors) hi might a company
to tho lake at another tlmi ; a pageant
of Chautauqua history was the leading
feature of yet 'another session.

On the musical side, while there are
always several conceits a week and
Ihe opportunities of hearing excellent
music with tho bi-- voices, an orchestra
chorus and a big organ arc frequent, the

bhhkhhb BKjjEmhl alBHVi EsVI

11

visit of the D.imrosoh Orchestra was
an event for the whole of Chautauqua
county. The audience In tho amphi-
theatre was nearer six thousand than
five, the experts said, and tho responso
was gratifying to the conductor,

Thi year, by way of marking the for-

tieth anniversary, Victor Herbert's Or-

chestra will stay at Chautauqua for an
entire week, and of the thirty events on
the day's programme two will lie con-
certs, the orchestra being supplemented
by tho Schubert Club of main voices
from Schenectady, tho big Chautauqua
chorus, the orchestra, band, organ and
tin: Chautauqua soloists, who lncludo
Krncst llutclieson of Iterlltl, pianist; Sol
Marrosson of Cleveland, violinist, and
11 quartet of skilled singers- Flizaheth
Parks, Nevada Van dor Veer, Heed
Miller and (Jwylllm Miles, nil of Now
York.

All these features are tho lighter cle-

ment of a Chnutauqua programme
There are dally lectures and addresses
of a serious nature. Hamilton Holt
gave the Fourth of duly oration; Karl
llarues is to give 11 series of talks on
the of the American Olrl."
Prof. Francis (iutuiueie Is to give a
series on ballads, President Lincoln IIul-le- y

on "American Popular Poetry."
When Prof Scott Nearlng and his

coworkers get through talking about
the high cost of living It is hoped that
some solution of that problem will have
been approached. Dr. Fdwin Slosson of
the Inilrii'mlt'iit Is to tell about "Modern
Philosophical Tendencies" as they aro
presented by Hergson, Fuckim, Mnctor-llnc- k.

.Metclu.ikolT. Of course there aro
reading hours and Illustrated travel lec-ttt- ri

s.
The summer school idea originated

at Chautauqua, which continues to have,
one of Ihe largest In the t'nlled Stntes.
Teachers from all over the country
Join the faculty, and what, Is more Atay
on It for so long that the director of
tlie schools. Prof. Percy Itoyuton of tho
rnheisliy of Chicago, calls It a stable
body These men and women attract
students from North, South, Fast and
West to the number of several thousand.
There are fourteen departments ofTer-In- g

some Fin courses in this parent of
all American Milium r schools, which Is
the t li l activi'v of Chautauqua in-

stitution. The school represents tho
louM'iitioual side of the Chautauqua
Idea, as the platform and the home read-
ing course fi present the unconventional
eiluoallonal aspect. Like the two others
I: Is Intended primarily for tho adult,
for Chancellor Vincent's dream of tho
possibilities of adult growth nnd of
mental stimulus fur the adult Is being
carriid out y by tlie institution
which In- founded fortv y, nrs ago al-
most exactly as he dreamed It then.

The Symphony of New York
day a great orchestralONi: set himself the task of writ-

ing the symphony of Now York.
For many weeks he labored, only to Is)
ills.--ui l:liil with the result.

"It l ton sweet and too suave," ho
loniiiieiiti'd. "It has none of the char-
acteristics of this particular, great city,
In spile of my dissonances and cacoph-
ony. I have surely not made use of tho
right Instruments."

o he removed the caressing strings
and rcplaied them w.h automobile
horns. This brought it decidedly nearer
the effect l.

Then the blnlllUe llutes and reeds were
out of plaio and gave way to a brace of
trolle oiis. The horns and gong
outbalanced the brasses and tyminl,
which In turn made place for 11 quartet
of ferry whistles.

And jet tlie discord lacked much of
tjplfjing New York; so a riveting ma-
chine was added, and then a rock drill.
And after many more weeks of thought,
worry and experiment, the other things
that were necissary for the rounding
out of this 11 11 it ii t it I task.

When the symphony was llnally com-
pleted and its composer acclaimed agreater musician t tut 11 Itlchard Htruuss
the Instruments that were lined up for
Its liiterprelaiiou were;

211 lilSl lllltll llllllls.
liixi auto Inn us.

10 tiollij car gniiKH.
I elevated Ham riiiulileis.
I stibnaj train iinibleis,
! bass motor tiuil, limns.

I ferrj wins, lis
" lug sirens.
'! steam ruck drills,
1 llwtlug ui.niiliies.
IX lllllkllli'll's In lis.
I" yelling .

1 lire cnglm-
11 popping chanqi.iKiie bottles.
I (iraiid Ciin a I engine hells and whis-

tles
I a'lilnil.iii.'c i.nng.
! tjpewi Iters
I:' cash H'Klslcrs.
I ilerilck nlilstl.
I d li.illllti bliist
S ienlliig Ml ill I ilo'iis

ticket eliiipieis
I I hU'.nrlug iiiotoriiun

n eli'Mileil mid HUhwnj' niniluntnrs
i calling stations.


